POETIC   ART	245
gives us a finished picture in the widest sense. This picture
is accessible to analysis just in so far as we are able to
appreciate it as a symbol. But if we are unable to discover
any symbolic value in it, we have thereby ascertained that,
for us at least, it means no more than what it obviously says—
in other words, so far as we are concerned it is no more than
it seems. I use the word ' seems', because it is conceivable
that our own bias forbids a wider appreciation of it. At all
events in the latter case we can find no motive and no point
of attack for analysis. In the former case, however, a phrase
of Gerhart Hauptmann will come to our minds almost with
the force of an axiom: 'Poetry means the distant echo
of the primitive word behind our veil of words.' Translated
into psychological language our first question should run:
to what primordial image of the collective unconscious can
we trace the image we see developed in the. work of art ?
This question demands elucidation in more than one
respect. As already observed, the case I have assumed is
that of a symbolical art-work; a work, therefore, of which
the source is not to be found in the personal unconscious
of the author, but in that sphere of unconscious mythology,
the primordial contents of which are the common heritage
of mankind. Accordingly, I have termed this sphere the
• collective unconscious, thus distinguishing it from a personal
unconscious which I regard .as the totality of those psychic
processes and contents that are not only accessible to con-
sciousness, but would often be conscious were they not subject
to repression because of some incompatibility that keeps
them artificially suppressed beneath the threshold of con-
sciousness. From this sphere art also receives tributaries,
dark and turbid though they be; but if they become a major
factor they make the work of art a symptomatic rather thah
a symbolical product. This kind of art might conceivably
be left without injury or regret to the Freudian purgative
method.
In contrast to the personal unconscious, which in a sense

